
 
October 4, 2013 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) is a non-profit member-based organization 

with over 250 affiliated clubs and 42,000 members. For 76 years, MUCC has united citizens to 

conserve, protect and enhance Michigan’s natural resources and preserve our outdoor heritage 

through education, communication and advocacy. 

 

As an organization representing many citizens who recreate on and within the Lake Erie basin, 

we are very concerned about the phosphorous levels and increased algal bloom growth that has 

been documented in Lake Erie for the past decade.   

 

Overall, MUCC is supportive of the findings of this report and supports the recommendations 

made within as a long term approach, but recognize that some recommendations may be more 

politically feasible, affordable and easily accomplishable compared to others. We believe that 

strong, cooperative action between the states, provinces and federal governments of the United 

States and Canada is necessary to resolving this problem.  

 

To that end, we would encourage the Commission to quickly request and obtain long-term 

commitments from each state, province, and federal agency responsible for this issue to prioritize 

implementing the recommendations of this report, or other solutions to the problem that may 

arise in the future. Without this commitment, work done in Michigan or in other areas of the 

basin to solve the problem could be subverted if equal commitment is not shown from other 

agencies in other jurisdictions.  

 

In relation to specific analysis and recommendations, we offer the following comments:  

1. Recreational and commercial fishing—this economic analysis doesn’t account for the 

multitude of Michigan-based anglers that utilize Lake Erie and undervalues this as a 

recreational and commercial resource. This information should be easily obtainable from 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2011 survey results. Lake Erie is known as the 

walleye capital of the world and now supports 40% of all fishing charter boats in the 

Great Lakes, a $1.5 billion sport fishery and the most valuable freshwater commercial 

fishery in the world. 



 

2. Incentive based programs, specifically highlighting MAEAP (page 54): We support 

incentive-based voluntary programs and have worked to have a robust program such as 

MAEAP here in Michigan, however we must enroll more agricultural landowners in the 

state, prioritizing outreach to landowners in areas in diminished watersheds such as the 

Lake Erie basin for enrollment. Other states without such a program should look to 

Michigan as a model as a first step in reducing agricultural runoff impacting the 

watershed, especially since stronger regulatory programs may take longer to develop and 

implement due to possible political resistance and lack of funding.  

3. Cost Share funding (the “carrot”) is necessary to help encourage landowners to 

implement BMP’s as well as requirements for conservation compliance built into 

programs (the “stick”).  The U.S. Farm Bill (Conservation Title programs) is a natural 

implementation mechanism for this and many of the water quality practices should be 

prioritized in watersheds within the Lake Erie basin. The Farm Bill must be reauthorized 

and must include conservation compliance measures as a key component to funding and 

implementing BMPs. We strongly support the Commission recommendation that U.S. 

and Canadian federal policy link the cost and availability of crop insurance purchases or 

premiums to farm conservation planning and implementation of nutrient management 

practices.  

4. We do support federal funding for research into the effectiveness of BMPs as well and 

believe that programs should be altered to reflect the best available information and 

emphasize the best practices.  

 

This problem will only be solved with the commitment and resolve of all of the surrounding 

basin states and partners to tackle the issue together with equal parts time, effort, and resources. 

We thank you for the time and expertise you have put into this report, and we hope you will 

continue to push for its implementation.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kent Wood 

Policy Director 


